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INT e Altered [] Unaltered ] Moved [] Original Site 3]

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL AFFEARANCE

The Carroll County Courthouse is a monumental brick
rectangular structure of 2 storeys plus attic. There
are two 13 storey wings on the sides (later additions),
but the most notable features are the tetrastyle portico
on the west front and the octagonal cupola on the roof.
The colossal, two storey portico may have been original,
however, the stuccoed (or concrete) columns with their
abbreviated Ionic capitals are 20th century. The main
block has tall windows (12/12, with shutters on first
floor) with Greek Revival button molded lintels. Main
doorway appears to be later, but done along simple Greek
Revival lines and has a 12 light transom; there is a
similar doorway on the second level porch. There are
large Palladian windows at attice level (in the pediment)
and in the pediments formed by the gable ends of the
main roof. The cupola (with 9/6 windows and balustrade)
sits on a ridge of cross axis formed by front and rear
pediments abutting the main roof. Portico is only in the
front side, opposite side has a small (one storey)
pedimental porch supported by four simple paired columns
[20th century].

The interior, notably the entrance hall, retains
several Greek Revival features, such as coved ceilings,
circular ceiling with rosettes and Prince of Wales
features, etc.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

The Carroll County Courthouse is a good example of
(in spite of the much mis-used term) ante-bellum Greek,
with its heavy, chunky columns and monumental portico. The
detailing is also late Greek Revival and is rather simple,
although the interior, especially the entrance hall crossing,
has some very fine Regency/Greek detailing. There are
other features, such as the Palladian windows and the
later side wings, which somewhat detract from the straight
Greek feeling of the building, however, the whole, with its
raised hillock and with its tall shade trees, is a simple
and dignified structure with a mid 19th century period
feeling.
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Morris Radoff's book on courthouses of Maryland
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STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service, The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

- State [] Local []

National

Name

Title

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date
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Keeper of The National Register

Late
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CARR-558

Carroll County Courthouse

North Court Street
Sanborn Maps
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CARR-558

Courthouse

Carroll Co.
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Warner, Nancy M., Ralph B. Levering, and Margaret Taylor Woltz

1976 Carroll County, Maryland: A History 1837-1976.

Inc.

Haddon Craftsmen,



CARR-558

Carroll County Courthouse
Courthouse Square, Westminster
Jennifer K. Cosham, 12 April 2006
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Southwest facade
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